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A Band Feanion- /%/(L‘a Stanco

The Newcastle High school band, under the leadership of Moth Jan Kooyman, al-
ways supported the Moths in all their parades. This band won the South Africa
championships in 1995 and the band members decided to hold a 30 year reunion on
the 4th October 2025 at the Monte Stanco Shellhole in Newcastle. Trumpeter Dave
Coleman (who has served in the British Army
for the past 24 years and is now a Captain) and
Paul Gillott (now living in Germany) started
planning the reunion at the beginning of 2025
and were able to contact 14 old members to in-
vite them to attend. Some of them travelled
from the Cape and one even flew in from Mauri-
tius.

A few musical instruments were borrowed from =
the High School, and to the surprise of all, some
of the band members were still able to play a few tunes which they had last played
30 years ago. Dave Coleman often assisted the Monte Stanco Moths by sounding the
Last Post and Revellie at Moth funerals. In the second photo, we have Moth Jan

- Kooyman, the retired band master, seated in the
=™ 00t row in the middle.
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Dundee-born war kero commemorated 0‘0/‘ beinp st
man Lo walk oat af Deloitle Wood

A former Dundee High School pupil, Captain Garnet
George Green, holds the rare distinction of being the last
man to leave the trenches at Delville Wood during one of
World War I's most harrowing battles.

His bravery and that of thousands of other South African troops were remembered
at the Endumeni Isandlwana Moth Shellhole, where a parade was held and a
wreathe laid in memory of those who made the ultimate sacrifice.

Painstaking research by the late Pat Rundgren shed light on the remarkable life
and sacrifice of Captain Green, who was born in Dundee in 1889.

A proud product of Dundee High School, which lost 20 old boys and three staff mem-
bers in the Great War, Green’s military journey began with the Natal Carbineers.
He fought in the Bambatha Rebellion of 1906, the South West Africa campaign in
1914-15, and later in Egypt against the Senussi forces.
As a second lieutenant in ‘C’ Company of the 3rd South African Infantry, Green en-
dured the nightmare that was Delville Wood.
Ordered to hold the line at all costs, South African troops entered the wood on July
15, 1916. When relief arrived five days later, only 18 officers and 702 men remained
of the 3155 who had gone in.
On July 20, Green was the last man to emerge from the trench.
Brigadier-General Tanner recommended him for the Distinguished Service Order.
Promoted to captain in January 1918, Green continued to lead from the front.
Tragically, he was killed in action on March 22, 1918, at Gauche Wood while resist-
ing a German advance.

Eyewitnesses described his leadership as ‘unobtrusive and un-
. _pretentious’, and noted that ‘he was universally popular’.
) vnfﬁ' The Moths used the opportunity to unveil the new braai area
- /- adorned in military-style camouflage paint.
A plaque was unveiled in a salute to those who served in the
Border War (1966-1989) and whose contribution is often over-
looked.The Moth Shellhole is open to visitors every Friday even-
ing from 17:30

-

Moths Graham Morgan, Pierre Bezuidenhout, Cheryl Rundgren, Owen Mulhat-
ton (obscured), Alex Donaldson and Tony Cross.



A sty of gectorgear..... "

Sharing a story of yesteryear, before the memory fades and its lost
to history.
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This is a first-hand account of what I as a young lad remember
from the mid 60’s.

Back ground: My paternal grandfather stayed in the Woodstock area of Cape
Town, while my grandmother (mothers’ side) lived very near the Ysterplaat
Airbase on the corner of Ysterplaat and Fairbairn Street, not very far from my
parents who also lived in the suburb of Brooklyn.

My grandfather spent the last years of the war as a Prisoner of War (#9396)
and was released on the 17 May 1945, hence his association with the M.O.T.H
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From what I can remember, both my father and grandfather used to frequent
MOTH meetings in the Maitland Town Hall. I guess there used to be lots of har-
mony, fun and TC.

I distinctly remember this label, being the cause of my mother’s “vocal disgusts”,
after one of my father’s returns from a MOTH meeting.

Tommy Rendle VC Shellhole, received their charter on 20 October 1946 and in the
early years, MOTH meetings took place in the Maitland Town Hall, Maitland Ho-
tel or somewhere in the Brooklyn area.

Thanks to OB Robert Dixon for supplying, Tommy Rendle VC’s 75tk anniversary
newsletter, which adds value to this story.

Story two, also set in the mid 60’s.

I used to travel to school which was in in Maitland, on one of the City Tramways
busses, those green & cream, double decker ones, with the entry / exit an “open
landing” at back.

One morning on the bus, there was hushed stories about all the “ducktails”, wear-
ing hats, caps and beanies.

I was aware of, the “ducktails” but perhaps too innocent to have paid more atten-
tion.

By eavesdropping on my parents and their friends’ conversations, I later learnt
that, a group of airbase guys (Ysterplaat) had cornered a number of
the “ducktails” and had cut off their “ducktails”.

In turn, the “ducktails” felt humiliated and refused to go to work.

L)
Written by Moth Anthony v Tonder \ ")." ‘ /
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Christmas Crossword
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Across

1. Another word for
present.

4. Santa's door?

9 0 6. Animals that pull Santa's
sleigh.

9. What people put on their
Christmas tree.

12 13

11. Something on Santa's
3 T3 face.

e IS. The day after
__. Christmas.
7 I 9
17. Santa's helpers.

18. The day before
= 21 2 Christmas.,

3 N 20. A piece of snow,

= 25, What Santa gives to bad
girls and boys.

26. A sock that hangs by

= 2 the chimney.

» 28. People put these bright
things on there house,

30. A reindeer with ared
3 nose,

31. A jolly man in a red suit

Mer‘ry Christmas! with a beard.
Down 14. Look at a present before you should.
2. Something people decorate. 16. The color of Santa's suit.

3. What people give each other. 19. A common decoration for the top of

5. Where Santa's workshop is located. the tree.

7. A striped Christmas treat. 2L A famious Snowines:

8. Drink and food left for Santa. 22. The place where Santa makes toys,

' an'c rae?
10, Something people send to each 23. Santa’s car?

other to say ‘Merry Christmas’, 24, A common decoration for the top of
12. The presents are usually hotes;

the tree. 27. A Christmas song.

13. The month of Christmas. 29. What Santa gives to good girls and

boys.
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Bartel road fa/(/(/é& e ’ ‘

When parking the car becomes a problem , sometimes the car is just
to BIG..... Sorry.

A Christnas message /ﬁm ...

vy Cheista,,,

HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM MESCA CHAIRMAN
AND COMMITTEE

May the light of the new year guide you to peace and con-

tentment, and may your path be blessed with wisdom and
faith in 2026

Brian and Claudia
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Twilight Red Tab Shellhole held our
annual dinner on 25t October 2025.
This is our yearly fund raising func-
tion and was attended by many
MOTH from all over the province.

The evening started with a delicious
three-course meal which was catered
for by Bidvest Catering, and followed by our famous Tombola draw, with over 100
tombola prizes to be won.

At the end of the evening, all the table décor was sold off and funds were donated
to our feeding fund — Guardian Angels -which is managed by Twilight Red Tab.

Big thank you to everyone who attended and made this year a great success.
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This event is held annually as part of the shellholes efforts to raise
money for their cottage schemes .




THE CLASSIFIEDS......

THE 18 RUIING Q7. 50O AW

T 72 30 W A

BHNEN DTS
WESTZHW A~
CONTACT : 064 4552857
or
EMAIL

bookings@mothbakoven.co.za

VISIT THE MOTH WEBSITE TO DOWNLOAD THE
APPLICATION FORM.

www.moth.org.za
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Located in Uvongo, Lower South Coast KZN, just 1.8km from the swimming
Beach, offers 1,2, and 3 bedroom cottages with a garage in secure village.

It has 24 units and a hall, laibrary and braai, both indoor and outdoor.

A kitchen facility for use by residents for Friday night happy hour and private
Functions.

Contact Sapper Brian Smith 0824988654 or sappersglen@gmail.com
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