Thank-you To Mr. And Mrs.
e Dudley

More than 50 Moths gathered in
the Government Village Hall on
Friday night when the Benville
Shellhole arranged a Speecial fune-

tion to honour Old Bill and Mrs |

Stan Dudley who have done so
much for the local Moth move-
nient.

Stan Dudley was described as
a “remarkable man.” He had
instituted the erection of the
Moths Club at Benoni. When
he started he had £170 in the
bank. The building cost £20,000.
Stan Dudley had worked un-
iceasingly and had done much for
MOTH all aleng the East Rand.

Mr and Mrs Dudley were
presented, with an easy chair each
—to mark the Shellhole’s thanlks!

The Moth’s crest “All for one|

and one for all ” framed the back

Say Royal

completed, and in May, 1948, Gen.
Smuts opened the club complete
with its two bowling greens, ten-
‘nis courts and gardens.

“This is a living memeorial to
a remarkable man” Old Bill du
Toit said. “Old Bill Stan Dudley
has served on many committees
in the town, he has been Old Bill{
several times, he was responsible
for the granting of bursaries to
Benoni children, and for many
other things,” he added. *To-
day we have a beautiful district
headqguarters elub in Benoni and |
eight thriving shellholes. All this !
had been built up in less than two
years. |

When a M.O.T.H._ _ shellhole |
started in the Village, Stan Dud-
ley gave buttons and badges.

Referring to Mrs Dudley, Old'

of the stage in ‘the hall, while | Bill du Toit said: “Stan could |
the traditional “tin bhat” and| never have achieved all thig if if
candle s neatly placed on | alwasnof forhiss e

rEe Lt WILeI Dagl Deen atirac
tively draped with the Union Flag
and the Union Jack.

The ball was set out cabaref

Mrs Dudley had done the cook-]
ing for 700 and 800 hungry Moths. !
She worked constantly and never
complained about the hard work.

style for the oceasion and flowers Dick Hearns, founder of the Ben-
in multi-colours adorned the many | ville Shellhole, vresented an easy
tables. Flowers cascaded from the | chair to Mrs Dudlev. A second
stage and off-set the sombre setting | Was nresented to Mr Stan Dudley.
of the Moths order. “Mutual| Dick Heams said there wasievers
Help, Sound Memory and True |2 Reveille meetine at which Stan
Comradeship ” was spelt out in | Dudley was not thanked for some-

gold lettering on the crest.

Before the proceedings of the
evening began, “lights out” was|
observed and all stood in silence
for the fallen while the candle

was lit on the tin hat. All joined |

to sing “Old Soldiers Never Die.”

Later in the evening, there Wa.s[

community singing and songs like
“Pack Upn Yoeur Troubles” and
other well-known soldiers’ songs,
were heartily, very heartily, ren-!
dered.

The Old Bill of the Benville
Moths Club, Dennis du Toit, paid
.tribute to the district adjutant
(Frank Balman); the Deputy Pro-
'vincial Old Bill (Arthur Coutts)
‘and Stan Dudley, District Old Bill

Frank Balman founded the
Reveille Shellhole in 1936. He had
held executive positions in the
Moths ever since.

Arthur Coutts had been an Old
Bill four times; he had been Dis-
trict Old Bill for eight years and
on the provineial executive for six
| years. A lot of credit was due to|
;him — he helped to build up the
|M.O.T.H. on the East Rand.

Then, in 1938, there came a re-
cruit from Springs, Stan Dugdley.
In 1939 he decided te form a Moth
{Club in Benoni. The shellhole
| was then about 26 strong. In 1945
he was elected Old Bill of Reveille.
There was £170 in the bank and
he wanted to build the Moths

4

lelub,. which. would have cost
T U e ] Taild " yeelf,’
lhe said, “and I will be my own’

larehiteet?

In 1947 the foundation stone of
the DMoth Club was laid. In
January, 1948 the Benoni Moth
Club  was opened, although not

At the fumction, from left to righ

thing which he had. done for the
Shellhole.

| The inseription on the chairs
read.— “To Old Bill Slan Dudley
| for nobly helping to make man’s

brother man,” and, ‘“To Mrs Stan.
Dudley for lovalty behind the lines
— we will remember you.”

In the Moths® Constitution it says:
Our gift was great, but vou must
give a greater part fo complete the
plan” —if ever a man carried out
that thought then it was Old Bill
Stan Dudley,” he stated in conclu-
sion.

Replying, Old Bill Stan Dudley
said after he had been demobbed in
1919 he joined several ex-servicemen
clubs in France, Italy Germany and
Africa. Bverywhere there was some-
thing lacking.

In 1935 he came to South Africa,
where he found what he was looking
Tor at *Muddock” (Springs). I came
fo Reveille. When Benville was
formed, 1 said ‘Here's a shellhole”™
We had attended the perfect. There
was the huilding and the spirit.
Everything which I haye done, I
have heen happy to do.” #

Mrs Ben Myburg high-lighted the
proceedings of the evening when
she rendered “My Wish” and other
popular songs.

Others present included Mr and
Mrs Johnnie Mengel, Mr Douggie
Warren, Mr and Mrs Bresler, Pay
Bill and Mrs Cerff, Mr and Mrs &.
W. McDonald, Mr and Mrs R. P.
Ward, Mr and Mrs John James, Pay

e

- Bill .and Mrs Coetzee, Johnnie Davis,

Bob Mahonie, Mr and Mrs W, H.

| Buekle.

Thanks were extended to the
women of the Village who were res-
ponsible for the refreshments and
the beautiful floral decorations,

t, were: Mr A, G. Coults (Deputy

Provincial Old Bill), Mr McCraw (Provincial Old Bill), Mrs McCraw,

Mr A. J. Dudlev (Distriet Old Bill)

L Mrs D, du Toit. Mre A T Dudlav.



