SOUTH AFRICAN AGENCY OF THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
MANAGEMENT REPORT
01 JULY 2015 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

MAINTAIN CEMETERIES AND MEMORIALS TO A STANDARD OF
EXCELLENCE

GENERAL COMMENTS

This period saw (very late in the period) the departure of one of the teams most
experienced technical staff members Mr Herman Van Deventer, we are sad to see
him go and will miss his contributions that he made to the team, but we wish him
well in his future endeavours.

Currently the vacancy is being advertised and we hope to fill it with a competent
person thereby ensuring that we will be able to ensure the effective and efficient
functioning of the South African Agency.

Additionally the team received a visit from AAPA Technical Works Manager, Chris
McLean who performed valuable inspections on a number of the South African
Memorials and he provided training and information sessions for all of the staff
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members, pertaining to the assessment of memorials / headstones and the
Commission standards regarding these memorials and headstones.

The technical staff, conducted on the job training sessions for the two new
Assistant Technicians , and they were assessed regarding their performance for the
required probationary period to satisfy the conditions of employment.

On the job training, inspections and maintenance work was performed at some of
the cemeteries in the provinces of:

Gauteng,
Free State,
Mpumalanga,
North West,
Eastern Cape
Normal ongoing maintenance was conducted at some sites in:
Gauteng,
Free State,
Mpumalanga,
North West,
Eastern Cape

During this period some essential repair works were also done at the same time in
some of these sites, whilst the ad-hoc contractors were on site as well.

At Dido Valley in the Western Cape the new staff facility / store room is under
construction the preliminary inspection of the project was completed and the site
placement established, the construction of the facility is ongoing.

The refurbishment of the Potchefstroom military site in the Northwest Province
was started and is ongoing.

The Agency is in process of obtaining a lease agreement for the vehicles needed by
the agency and the process to enable the purchases of other equipment was
started and is ongoing.
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The project to repair of the COS in Ladysmith in Kwa Zulu Natal was started in
conjunction with Consultancy Survives whom are in process of having the old
plans redrawn and converted to metric measurements to enable the production of
the COS in country, the Director and the AAPA Technical Works Manager Chris
McLean visited the BMG granite works site in Bloemfontein to ascertain the
production capability of this company relating to the production of a COS.

Facilitation meetings were requested and held with the Department of Public
Works regarding the sites where the responsibility for the site and the works on
site are shared. The Department of Public Works is currently involved in a process
to ascertain whom the title deed holders are for all of the cemeteries involved after
which the meeting to formally determine the way works and responsibilities will be
shared / allocated.

Transport and Machinery.

Equipment is maintained and regularly inspected to ensure compliance with
Health and Safety regulations.

All of the equipment used was compared to the approved equipment lists and
where necessary arrangements have been made to replace equipment that does
not conform to the required specifications. Currently the agency is in process of
having two equipment trailers constructed and these will be stocked with the
relevant equipment once they have been delivered.

STRUCTURAL MAINTENANCE

During the period under review structural maintenance was conducted at the
following sites:

North West Province Twyfelspoort Farm Cemetery

The site was visited again late in June and early July ,tasks that were completed
on this site were the building a retaining wall and the erecting a fence around the
graves. It was also reflected in the last report but for completeness sake it is
included again.
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North West Province Potchefstroom military cemetery

The renovation of this site was planned and the work on site commenced, the
water supply to the site had to be repaired and constant supply ensured, the entire
site had to be secured and then re-levelled and the headstones aligned, turf is in
process of being planted and horticulture is to follow.
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North West Province Mafikeng Cemetery

Repairing minor structural damages, replacing and neatening the weed guard
plastic under concrete stones.

Page |6



SOUTH AFRICAN AGENCY OF THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
MANAGEMENT REPORT
01 JULY 2015 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

North West Province Tweefontein Burial grounds

Site was cleaned and tree was removed cutting the necessary in-painting of the
head stones was performed, and a fence was erected.

North West Province Rustenburg cemetery

The cemetery was cleaned up and the grass cut, weeds were removed and rubbish
was collected and removed to a suitable waste disposal site. In-painting of
Headstones and the painting of the steel crosses was performed.
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Gauteng Brixton cemetery

Some “In from the cold” casualties’ details and grave sites were confirmed:

Smith George Adolf, was found in a general section in a flat ground with no heard
stone or visible gave, grave number 5122 was found and confirm the existence of
the grave, GPS coordinates: S 26° 11' 50.2 E 28° 00'37.1

Alexander Rupert, The grave was found in English church section in a flat ground
with no visibility of grave and no grave number, the two grave numbers (1647 &
1650) next to the grave confirms the existence of 1648 as the grave numbers are
being stolen. GPS coordinates: S 26° 11' 44.7 E 28° 00'40

P.H.E. Paff, grave was found at English church section no headstone, the grave
number 2869 was found underground which confirms the existence. GPS
coordinates: S 26° 11' 45.5 E 28° 00'45.9
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Wendell Luthern Harvie, was found to be existing with PM headstone and the
grave in good condition, found next to the road in the general block, GPS
coordinates: S 26° 11' 49.0 E 28° 00'39.6

Gauteng Germiston Primrose cemetery
Some “In from the cold” casualties’ details and grave sites were confirmed:

Sapper Edward Gaskell, Grave was found in a good condition with PM headstone,
found at English church in Block 87, row J, grave number 14, English church,
GPS coordinates: S 26° 11'47.3 E 28° 08'41.8

Weldon Leo, Was found at English church Block 53, row OA, grave number 29.
Grave is in good condition with headstone present just under the Yellowwood tree,
GPS coordinates: S 26° 11' 44.9 E 28° 08' 42.7
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Mpumalanga Barberton cemetery

The various CWGC graves needed to be cleaned, the overgrown vegetation was
removed and cut back where necessary and herbicide applied, the palisade was re-
painted, the headstone were in painted and the crosses were also painted. 3 PM"s
was re-gravelled.
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Gauteng Randfontein cemetery

Casualty audit was performed and all headstones / Grave sites photo was taken
with the GPS camera, where necessary graves where cleaned and vegetation
removed. One graves base was repaired as it was damaged by a trees root.

Gauteng Holfontein farm

The grass was cut and the graves cleaned up and photos were taken of all
headstones and grave site with the GPS camera.
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Eastern Cape Graaff Reinet Kroonvale

The grave were vandalised with all the head stones broken into half's and slab
broken. The whole slab was removed and reconstructed and new heard stones,
erected, the area around the graves was cleaned.

Gauteng Nigel cemetery

Site was visited and found to be in a good condition.
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Gauteng Palmietkuil Farm Burial ground

A gate was installed and the site was cleaned. Two of the headstones had fallen
over and the slab was damaged in this process, so the headstones were re-erected
and a new slab was cast the correct GPS coordinates were recorded as S26°24'00"
E28°44'32"

HORTICULTURAL WORK

The following horticultural work was completed:

Gauteng Westpark Cemetery
Ongoing maintenance with the assistance of the contractors, spring
treatment was initiated here and repairs were done to the irrigation system.

Western Cape Plumstead Cemetery
Ongoing maintenance with the assistance of the contractors. The planting
scheme for this cemetery is to be revised

Western Cape Dido Valley

Ongoing maintenance with the assistance of the contractors. Once the Office
/ Staff facility is installed the planting scheme of this cemetery will be revised
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Western Cape Maitland
Ongoing maintenance with the assistance of the contractors. The planting
scheme for this cemetery is to be revised

Western Cape Grassy Park - Klip Street
Ongoing maintenance with the assistance of the contractors.

Gauteng Thaba Tshwane New, Old 1 and Old 2

The ongoing maintenance of this site is currently subject to discussions and
the implementation of a formal arrangement with the Department Public
Works.

Gauteng Cullinan Military Plot

The ongoing maintenance of this site is currently subject to discussions and
the implementation of a formal arrangement with the Department Public
Works.

Free State Bloemfontein

Rooidam

The ongoing maintenance of this site is currently subject to discussions and
the implementation of a formal arrangement with the Department Public
Works.

Free State Hamilton
The ongoing maintenance of this site is currently subject to discussions and

the implementation of a formal arrangement with the Department Public
Works.

Free State President Brand

A new contractor is onsite and some remediation works have been performed
however the re-establishment of the rose beds has been put on hold due to
the implementation of water restrictions in Bloemfontein.

Kwa Zulu Natal Stellawood Durban

A large tree that had died and was in danger of falling into the one of the
Military Plots was cut down and removed by the CWGC contractor.

Gauteng Palmietkuil
A water meter connection was negotiated with the local authority and

subsequently a water meter was installed and the Agency can now start to
re-plan the Horticulture for this cemetery.
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PRESERVE AND MAINTAIN ACCESSIBLE RECORDS

A further two batches of the “In From The Cold Project” casualties has been
received and submitted to the Department of Military Veterans to be considered for
commemoration status and these have duly been approved and the necessary
documents have been forwarded to the Maidenhead offices so that the data base
can be updated.

INFORM THE PUBLIC, PUBLIC RELATIONS

On Monday the 6t July a remembrance Service was held in the Dido Valley
Cemetery arranged by the High Commissioner for Australia and the Captain of the
HMAS Anzac. The event was attended by the Rear Admiral Soderland on behalf of
the South African Agency.

Mrs J Monareng and Ms P Phakathi attend the Delville Wood memorial held in
Pretoria on the 19th July 2015 and laid a wreath on behalf of the SA Agency.
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Mr Charles Ross attended the memorial service on behalf of the South African
Agency, commemorating the battle of Square Hill held in Johannesburg on the 20th
September 2015 and a wreath was laid on behalf of the SA agency.
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ENQUIRIES, COMPLAINTS AND COMPLIMENTS
Enquiries

A total of 47 enquiries were received during the period under review. The
majority of which were associated with South African War Graves with a few
relating to the Anglo Boer War.

The situation at the Winburg Cemetery Free State is till of concern and a
letter has been sent to the municipality to get the necessary authorisation to
give effect to the planned works.

Complaints/Reports.

A few (3) complaints regarding isolated graves and the condition of the
graves in Standerton were received and resolved during the reporting period.

A number of other minor issues that need to be addressed/investigated
where also reported as well and these were taken up in the Agencies work
rollout and planning process and again a few enquiries were received
relating to the possibility of exhumations and reburials of casualty remains.

Compliments

Compliments have been received for the work done to date in Potchefstroom.

INVEST IN PEOPLE
The following training were attended by the Staff
In House

Works Training facilitated by Mr Chris McLean - Mrs J Monareng, Mr M
Canga, Mr Van Deventer, Mr Gubayi and Mr Msiza and the Director

Service Providers
None

WORK EFFECTIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY
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The office procedures and practices and the day to day running of the office
and the works methodology and execution are constantly re-evaluated to
ensure a more effective and efficient operational environment is maintained.

AGENCY SERVICES: SOUTH AFRICAN WAR (ANGLO BOER WAR)
PROJECT

Eastern Cape Aberdeen cemetery

The weeds were removed and herbicide was applied, the crosses were repainted the
crosses. Correct GPS coordinates are: S32° 28'43" E24° 03'34"

Eastern Cape Paardefontein - Mount Cambedoo

The site was visited, the grave fence is in a reasonable condition and in painting
needs to be done and the area weeded. Correct GPS coordinates are: S32°
22'41,60" E24°57'06,06"
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Eastern Cape Middleburg Grootfontein cemetery

The cemetery site was visited and was found to be neat and clean, the casualties
were checked and the correct GPS coordinates were recorded as: 31°29'12"
E25°01'16".

Free State Noupoort

The site was cleaned and a broken cross that had fallen over was repaired and
herbicide was applied.
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Free State Sydenham

The cemetery was visited and found to be in a good condition, the Canadian
headstone was leaning sideways and this was repositioned the foundation repaired
and replaced correctly.

Free State Winburg North

The site was visited and the measurements of the memorial panels were recorded.
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Free State Winburg cemetery, Jac Coetzer Street

The cemetery was cleaned, the fence was re-tensioned and underpinned of the big
grave in the centre was repaired. All the crosses were painted and herbicide was
applied and repainting of the BRITISH lettering and the fence poles was performed.

Page |20



SOUTH AFRICAN AGENCY OF THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
MANAGEMENT REPORT
01 JULY 2015 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

Eastern Cape Graaff Reinet Donkin Street (English cemetery

The vegetation was cut back and where necessary removed and herbicide was
applied, the edges of the grave were painted and the cross fixed and the stone
covering was re-laid.
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Barberton Mpumalanga Garden of remembrance

The two memorial stones that were loose were repaired and dead plants were
replaced, the area was cleaned and the structural integrity of the wall inspected
and where necessary repair works were done. The brass panels have been
measured and the replacement of these with a similar granite panel is being
investigated.
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The works performed in this report as mentioned above were executed by the
dedicated and passionate team of the South African Agency.

Director South African Agency

9 October 2015
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