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   The Pip-Ack Post 
 

Newsletter of Pip-Ack Shellhole 
 

February 2017 edition 
 
 

 

Commander: Moth Tony Bethke – 083 225 4263     Deputy: Moth Frank Snare – 082 772 1319 

Adjutant: Moth John Ridgway – 084 558 5596        Pay Bill: Moth Ernie du Preez – 072 798 5897 

 

Shellhole Postal Address: PO Box 11289, Bloubergrant, 7443 

Shellhole E-mail Address: lvds66@gmail.com 

 

Warning Order 
 

The monthly meetings are held on the second Sunday of the month at 10:30 - please diarise and attend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays - February  
Frank Snare – 18th / Danie Steyn – 21st   

Carol Grobler – 22nd / John Manning – 24th   

Money Matters 
 

For those members who do not pay their subscription fees by monthly instalments the 

fees are now due and payable. The full amount owing is R325.00 and members who have 

not done so are requested to make payment as soon as possible. 
 

Shellhole Bank Account Details 
 

Standard Bank, Society Scheme Savings Account 

Branch: Plumstead Service Centre, Branch Code: 025309 

Account Number: 076110656 

5 February : Border Campaign Memorial Parade – Dawn Patrol Shellhole   

   10:00 for 10:30 – Dress code: full MOTH kit with medals   

   Guest speaker: Lieutenant Colonel C Maddix (SAMHS) 

12 February : Shellhole monthly meeting – 10:30 

19 March : Gunners’ Memorial Parade – Company Gardens – 11:00 
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   Morné Coetzer is an Afrikaans actor who is well-known in 

South Africa for his television work. He served in the SA 

Defence Force as the Adjutant of 3 Parachute Battalion, a 

Citizen Force unit.  

   Sean Connery (born 1930) is a Scottish actor best known for 

portraying the character of James Bond in seven films. He also 

starred in other acclaimed films such as Murder on the Orient 
Express, A Bridge Too Far, The Name of the Rose, Indiana Jones 

and the Last Crusade, The Hunt for Red 
October and The Rock, and he received an 

Academy Award for Best Supporting 

Actor for his portrayal of a hard-nosed 

cop in The Untouchables. In 1999, at the age of 69, he was voted 

“Sexiest Man of the Century”, and he has also been polled as “The 

Greatest Living Scot”. Prior to becoming an actor, Connery joined 

the Royal Navy. It was during his time in the service that he 

acquired his famous “Scotland Forever” tattoo. He was discharged 

from the navy on medical grounds because of a stomach ulcer. 
 

   Billy Connolly (born 1942) is a Scottish comedian, musician and 

actor, who is known within Scotland by the nickname “The Big Yin”, 
meaning The Big One. As a noted stand-up comedian he has 

acquired a certain amount of notoriety for using profanity in his 

performances. He is much in demand as a character actor and his 

film work includes Indecent Proposal, Mrs. Brown, The Boondock 
Saints, The Last Samurai and The X-Files: I Want to Believe. He 
also starred in the television sitcom Head of the Class. Connolly 

served in the Territorial Army Reserve 15th (Scottish) Battalion 

of the Parachute Regiment. He later commemorated his experiences in the military in the 

song Weekend Soldier.  

   Kenneth Connor (1918-1993) was an English stage, radio, film and 

television actor. He is best known for his roles in the Carry On films, 

and for the character of Monsieur Alfonse in the television comedy 

’Allo! ’Allo! After attending drama school, Connor enlisted in the 

British Army and participated in the Allied occupation of Rome 

during World War II. 
 

(Source: Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopaedia) 
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Books at BBC Shellhole – November 2016 
 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hannes Wessels, author of A Handful of Hard Men 

Eeben Barlow 

Author of Composite Warfare 
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“The mildest manner’d man that ever scuttled ship or cut a 

throat.” 
 

Winston Churchill  
He was quoting from Don Juan. 

 

“The boy Stirling is quite mad. However, in war there is often 

a place for mad people. Now take this scheme of his. 

Penetrating miles behind enemy lines. Attacking the coast 

road on a 400-mile front. Who but the boy Stirling would 

think up such a plan! Yet if it comes off I don’t mind saying it 

could have a decisive effect, yes, a really decisive effect on my 

forthcoming offensive.” 
 

        Bernard Montgomery 

 
 

 

Moth John Ridgway is missing his copy of Black Valour – The South African Native Labour 

Contingent, 1916 -1918 and the sinking of the ‘Mendi’ by Norman Clothier. The person who 

borrowed this book from John is kindly requested to return it to him. 

 

 

Tailpiece 
 

William of Orange was a homing pigeon in the service of MI14, one of the 

departments of the British secret service during World War II. He was awarded 

the Dickin Medal, the animal equivalent of the Victoria Cross, for conspicuous 

gallantry and devotion to duty during Operation Market Garden, the Allied 

airborne operation at Arnhem. With German troops surrounding the Allied 

airborne forces and with the few radio sets malfunctioning, the British troops 

released William of Orange at 10:30 on 19 September 1944. He arrived at his nest 

box in England at 14:55 having flown more than 400 kilometres. The message he 

carried saved the lives of more than 2,000 British soldiers.       

 
(Source: Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopaedia) 

 

   

Editor: Moth Lionel van der Schyff - Cell: 072 991 1750 (SMS only)  

E-mail: Lionel.vanderSchyff@westerncape.gov.za 

David Stirling 

1915 – 1990 


